A Centenary of Federation Project

Sponsored by the Deportment of
Communication, Information Technology
and the Arts.
The embroidery, "Resonances of Inspiration",
was presented to the community of Penrith by
the Creative Embroiderers of the Penrith Valley
on November 27th 2001 in the presence of His
Excellency Dr Peter Hollingworth, Governor
General of Australia, and Mrs. Ann
Hollingworth.
Under the patronage of the Foundation for
Creative Enterprise Inc specialists were appointed
to carry out the project. Pamela Griffith was the
artist and designer and Barbara Curran was the Mistress of
Embroidery. They were assisted by Betty Parsons, and Del White
who are embroidery consultants. The co-ordinator for the entire
project was Mavis Reynolds.
"Resonances of Inspiration" celebrates the creative spirit. The
inspiration comes from the people who have made a contribution
to the culture of the Penrith area over the last century. The per
manent home for this large work is in the foyer area of the Joan
Sutherland Performing Art Centre. It is divided into three parts;
The Place, The Instruments and The People.
The Place, which is by far the largest section of the embroidery,
lines up with the mountain scene that can be viewed from the
floor to ceiling windows inside the Joan Sutherland Performing
Arts Centre. On the mezzanine level there is a continuous line of
mountains including the embroidered ones that can be connected
from left to right.
"The Place" depicts the Penrith lakes and plains, the Nepean River
and the white water area in the lower Blue Mountains. The
Nepean sands and the suburbs are all there in symbolic form as
are the foothills. A contemporary feel is created by the machined
vertical lines which propel the onlookers eyes upward, and
beyond knotted areas, to the beautiful coloured mix of patchwork
silk pieces that make up the Blue Mountains. The patch-worked
foothills and mountains are invisibly stitched and contrast richly
____wiihJhe_golden ¿uruset in the late evening sky. Hand dyed, teased
silk fibres are mixed together to create the glow in the western sky
and to provide a bed for the remarkable golden sun.
"The Instruments" are embroidered on royal blue silk and they are
situated below "The Place". They represent the tools of creativity.
This ties in with the purpose of the Joan Sutherland Performing
Arts Centre and makes the embroidery an apt decoration for this
contemporary cultural landmark.
The instruments used for popular music are on the left and the
centre is dominated by a grand piano.
The locally composed National Anthem, "Advance Australia Fair,"
stitched on the page on the music stand and a three-dimension
bouquet of native flowers sits atop the piano. On the right flank of
the piano are more classical instruments including the symbolic
figure of a magpie to represent the instrument of the voice.
This section of the embroidery is remarkable for the skilled use of
metallic threads. The golden sun and metallic instruments have
been expertly stitched to contrast with the wood textures of the
other instruments and the rich background. Expertise is displayed
in the meticulous stitching of the tartan bagpipes and the three dimen
sional xylophone, piano accordion and the stringed instruments.
Viewers are urged to take particular note of the smaller instruments as
there are many and the techniques used to produce them are varied.

"The People’o^fle Penrith area are recognised on the sails that
emerge between The Place and The Instruments. The sails soar to
the ceiling and encompass the audience to include us all in the
creation. These modern embroideries tell us about the contributio
the creative people in our society make to our general well being
and culture. The figures on the five sails are a symbol of creative
performance over the century, which is being passed on in this
building. Another pays tribute to comedy and tragedy. Song and
dance and musical performance is celebrated on the other three.
In a friendly atmosphere, a group of creative embroiders gener
ously gave their time and skill to produce this artwork. The scale
of the embroidery and its success is a tribute to the artist, embroi
dery mistress, the consultant teachers and all the gifted people
who have contributed to its manufacture.
A list of names of the embroiderers who participated can be read
in the show case.
This world<lass embroidery is the latest of three successful public
works. On this large and complex project the embroiderers have
exceeded all previous work in artistry, technique, and scale and
deserve congratulations.

Group Bookings with an expert embroiderer to explain the work
can be arranged. Please ring 47356109.
Foundation for Creative Enterprise ine.
1996 PO Box 306
Emu Plains 2750
Ph 47356109
Fax 4735 8135

-

Sponsored by the Department of Communication, Information
Technology and the Arts as a Centenary of Federation Project.
Presented to the community of Penrith by The Creative
Embroiderers of the Penrith Valley on November 27th 2001
in the presence of His Excellency Peter Hollingworth Governor
General of Australia.

Foundation for
Creative Enterprise

Penrith City Council has been a major benefactor.

A Commonwealth Government Initiative

The General Manager of the Joan Sutherland Performing Art
Centre, Valda Silvy has liaised with the Creative Embroiderers
of the Penrith Valley to ensure the smooth passage of the project.
The Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre is delighted to have
received a beautiful embroidery to fill a place that has been
earmarked for a major art work since the inception of the Centre.
Scott Gardiner, Honour Student of Music at UWS, composed
"Resonances of Inspiration" to compliment the wall hanging.
Penrith Symphony Orchestra have donated their time by perfarming
"A collection of Australian Works."
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This design has been proudly produced by students of Graphic Design at
Nepean Arts and Design Centre Phone: (02) 9208 9487
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Special Mention
Celebrated artist, Pamela Griffith designed the wall hanging
and worked with The Creative Embroiderers of the Penrith
Valley to assist in the interpretation of the design. She benefited
from the collaboration with experts who devised ways of executing
her ideas.
Pamela has created many public art works and has work in
major public collections. Some of her textile work has been
accessioned by the Powerhouse Museum, Sydney.

Consultant Del White is an Educator and embroiderer and specialist
in colour matching and blending. She is dedicated to fine work
and individual expression. Her specialist knowledge was
invaluable.

Embroidery Mistress, Barbara Curran is the former Vice
President of the Embroiderers Guild of NSW. She has an out
standing ability to visualise a concept and explain and interpret
it for her fellow embroiderers and students. With her team she
worked out ways of producing the effects that were required to
produce this artwork. She inspires and requires perfection without
loosing sight of the need for fun along the way.

activity.
Trevor Riach has taken detailed photographs of the work for
publicity purposes.

CcmsultOnt, Betty Parsons ts the former President of the Embroiderers
6uild of NSW. She is a top creative embroiderer and is meticulous
in producing exotic textures. Betty Parsons devised the stitch for the
Federa|on Gum Leaf Frieze and made many creative suggestions.

the Penrith Valley group. Mavis has been the catalyst for this
major work, without her it would not have happened. She has
caordinated the project and has made some modest contribution
to the stitches.

Nannette Pearson has documented photographically, all stages
of the project. Her records of the processes are in the Local
Studies section of the Penrith City Library. Her work has ensured
that interested people can follow the development of this group

Mavis Reynolds is the President of the Foundation for Creotiy^^^*^
Enterprise Inc and the instigator of the Creative Embroiderers'pF'"*—

